Father and Son

1. In which part of the world is this story set?

2. Which reasons does the father have to come to his son’s bedroom twice? (lines 1-7)

3. “l will sleep for him.” (3) What does the son mean?

4. “l do not sleep. My father does not sleep.” (15) Which different reasons do they have for not sleeping?

5. Who or what are the “them”? (16)

6. What possible explanation does the father give for the son’s attitude on the first page?

7. “I must speak to him. Tonight at tea. If he is in.” (23) Was the son in? Motivate your answer.
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8. What does the green bus to Toome symbolise?

9. For what reason does the father constantly want to talk to his son? What is he afraid of?

10. What did the boy look like before his father picked him up from London? Motivate your answer.

11. Give a possible explanation for the son’s stay in London.

12. What “stuff’ (84) is the son talking about?

13. When does the father realize that his son is with the IRA?

14. “My son rides pillion on a motor-bike.” Explain.
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